Major Disaster Exercise Strengthens Kingston's Emergency Readiness

KI NGSTON, ON, Cct. 12 /CNW - Local nedical and energency
or gani zati ons
and the provincial Energency Medical Assistance Team (EMAT- operated by
O nge)
conducted a nmmjor sinulated di saster exercise today in Kingston.
The exercise was devel oped in partnership with Kingston Genera
Hospita
and the Cty of Kingston, and involved participation fromKingston Fire
&
Rescue, Kingston Police and Frontenac Paranedi c Services. Because of
space
l[imtations at KGH, the exercise was held at Provi dence Continuing Care
Centre's Mental Health Services site.
"This exercise gave us an opportunity to work with our provincia
and
conmunity partners in testing our energency plans in a realistic
envi ronnent .
Al t hough we hope to never experience such a disaster, our plans will be
refined to ensure our response is as effective as possible," said Joe
de Mora,
KGH President and CEO
The exercise simulated the effects of a massive traffic collision
i nvol vi ng several vehicles and a chem cal |eak. The nobck exercise
resulted in
a sudden surge of casualties requiring decontam nation and specialized
medi ca
treatnment. Participants were chall enged to provide a coordi nated
medi ca
response to the sinulated disaster, while working in a high-risk
envi ronnent .
"Today's exerci se denpnstrates the i nportance of a rapid and
coor di nat ed
response in a disaster situation. W |look forward to working with al
of the
organi zations involved to debrief and review our collective
performance, and
make i nprovenents for the future" said EMAT Medical Director Dr. Bruce
Sawadsky.
Over 250 nedical and energency personnel took part in the exercise
al ong
with volunteer "victins" fromthe comunity. In addition to the
exerci se at
the site, the City convened its Minicipal Control Goup and conducted a
maj or
t abl et op ener gency exerci se.
"Hazar dous products are transported wi thin Kingston and ot her
comunities
on a daily basis. It is vital that our conmunity be prepared to quickly
and
decisively deploy all avail able health and enmergency resources in the
event of
any nmmj or emergency," said Harvey Rosen, Mayor of the City of Kingston.
Si mul at ed di sasters help test the EMAT's ability to respond to
| oca



heal th emergenci es. These exercises also test the |ocal health care
systeni s

ability to respond to mass casualties resulting froma health

ener gency.

"The EMAT provi des energency nedi cal support to Ontario comunities
facing major health emergencies," said Dr. Sawadsky. "The teamtrains
regularly together with hospitals and energency services across Ontario
to
practice the special skills required to respond effectively to a
di saster
situation."”

The EMAT is a self-contained nobile unit that includes 56 acute and
i nternedi ate care beds and decontamination abilities. It is operated by
O nge,
an organi zation that is a globally recognized pioneer in transport
medi ci ne
and is funded by the Energency Managenment Unit of the Mnistry of
Heal th and
Long- Term Car e.

For further information: M ke Sheiner, Ornge and Energency Medi cal
Assi stance Team (416) 531-7577; Julie Wite, Kingston General
Hospital, (613)

549- 6666 Ext. 4245



